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Anjali Art by Nilesh Nandi
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Anjali ART by Allbhya Ghosh

Allbhya Ghosh el (A et Ot T gt e (@b
Cloth Craft. With

photography. QRIPE GIER gAe; g B e 9gR dfe SmgeE-
afeqmt 1| Mg =1 oiR TG qee IfewrRt @3 TIgEfe ftes
GIEH PTE T WA FEF A9 97 e W Few 1+ et [
FIR vertoq fsficet ey |
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Ter by GRS rdteltegr

This particul painting art (Udajo- S%sY) is a
picture of living society that seems to look
like fish, snake, diver, survivor, protector, and
some figures that would be motivated as
watcher of death and danger. It is a sea-space
life that can tolerate other living life, but with
tension and wish of free-living time and
energy. Moreover, this painting is looking for
the search of humanity.
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Anjali Art by Maitreyee Mukherjee

| am Maitreyee Mukherjee, from Paschim Medinipur. Painting is my passion, and | have
been doing this for many years. My specialties are pencil sketches and watercolor.
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Anjali Art by Sanghamitra Bhattacharya

Sanghamitra
Bhattacharya, has a
master’s in
computer
application. She is a
Kolkata-based
photographer. Her
photographs have
been published in
1X.com,
Photomagnetic,
Shades of Color,
Edge of Humanity
Magazine, Dodho, 12
1clicks.com, and
Photojournale. She
had been awarded
on many
international
platforms, including
ND Awards 2019 and
Eyewin Award 2019.
Her interview was
published in Shades
of Color magazine in
France in 2019. She
won 2nd place in the
4th annual
international
photography
contest, 35 Awards
in 2018. She is one
of the grantees of
Sahapedia Frames
Photography Grant
2020. She is
currently a founder
member of a Bengali
musical band,
KaanKaata

Nekii (FTAFTOT
@f%). Her work
includes painting,
visual-graphic
designing, music,
and script writing.

We Want Justice
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Anjali Art by Rupanjana Rakhshit
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Shiva Linga represents the ascending energy of consciousness and life in
nature.

An ardent lover of art and culture,
Anasua Datta has a passion of
artistically visualize her surroundings.
This is her first attempt with paint
brush and computer filters. By
profession, she is a Database
Engineer with Cornell University’s IT
sector.
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| am a homemaker in a normal joint family
who works hard to take care of every issue.
My passion for writing on every topic has
given birth to the poet in me, and every
appreciation provides oxygen to its survival. |
wish to produce a lot more in the future by
getting plenty of encouragement.
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First Durga Puja at Belur Math

Vaswati Biswas

In the balmy autumn of 1901, the fields were lush green in Bengal. With white Kash
stalks waving their laden heads and lotuses, jasmines and tuberoses were
rendering the air fragrant and heavenly. Amidst this magical nature’s bloom, the
first Durga Puja started in Belur Math in 1901 by Swami Vivekananda.

It is said both Swami Vivekananda and Swami Brahmananda (the first President

of Belur Math) had visions of Maa Durga. Swami Brahmananda was sitting in the

Math compound facing the Ganga. He saw Ma Durga come over the Ganga from

the Dakshineshwar side and stop near the Bilva tree in the Math compound. Just
then Swami Vivekananda came by boat from Kolkata and asked for Rakhal Maharaj (Swami Brahmananda)
to make arrangements for Durga Puja. Swami Brahmananda voiced his fear to Swamiji of the unavailability
of the Idol or Pratima in Kumartoli as the time was too short. Then Swami Vivekananda told him of the vision
he had. Swamiji had seen the Durga puja being celebrated at the Math and Mother being worshiped in a
Pratima. The news of the visions caused a great sensation at the Math, and one Brahmachari was sent
immediately to search for Pratima at Kumartoli, the pottery village in Kolkata. Luckily, an image was found
and brought from Kumartoli a day or two before Sasthi, October 18th,1901.

Before initiating the Durga Puja at Belur Math, Swamiji sought the approval of Sri
Sarada Ma at her residence in Baghbazar in North Kolkata. The revered Holy
Mother blessed wholeheartedly and gave her approval. In a letter to his brother
disciple, Swami Shivananda (direct disciple of Sri Ramakrishna), Swamiji wrote
from USA in 1894, expressing his conviction about the Divinity of the Holy Mother
as follows, “Brother, | shall show how to worship the living Durga (Jivanta Durga)
and then only shall | be worthy of my name. | shall be relieved when you have
purchased a plot of land and established there the living Durga, the Mother e.i. Sri Ma Sarada”.

The Holy Mother attended the first Durga puja held at Belur Math in 1901, then
in 1912,1916, and other years, blessing her monastic and lay children. In the
courtyard between the old Shrine building(old) and the Math (Belur Math)
building, a temporary pandal was erected where the image was installed for
worship. It was facing west. The pandal extended up to the mango tree which
still stands in the courtyard and the direct disciples of Sri Ramakrishna sat
there. Along with the lady companions, Sri Ma Sarada arrived for the first Puja
and stayed at the garden house of Nilambar Babu, which was rented for a month. The everyday presence of
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the living Durga- Holy Mother surcharged the atmosphere with a divine bliss and elevated the spiritual
dimension.

The invocatory worship began on Shasthi, the 6th day of the lunar month, on 18th Oct,1901. On Shasthi, the
rites connected with Adhivasa, Bodhana, and Amantrana were performed under the Vilva tree (the spot in
front of the place where Swamiji's Temple now stands). The Pujaris of the first Puja were Brahmachari
Krishnalal and Isvar Chandra Chakraborty, father of Shashi Maharaj or Swami Ramakrishnananda, another
devout disciple of Sri Ramakrishna. The arrangements for the Durga Puja for all four days of celebration were
personally supervised by Swami Brahmananda. The Sankalpa Mantra was uttered in the name of the Holy
Mother for Swamiji declared, “We are all penniless beggars, the worship won't be done in our names.
Moreover, Sanyasins are debarred from performing Vedic and Puranic rituals”. The worship is, therefore,
performed by a Brahmachari of the Order. This custom is still being followed.

On the night of Saptami, Swami Vivekananda had an attack of fever. So, he couldn't join the worship the next
morning. But he came down to the pandal at the time of Sandhi Puja and offered Pushpanjali thrice. The
Sandhi Puja began at 6.17 am and ended at 7.05 am on 20th Oct. The rite of sacrifice (Bali) of an animal
was dropped on the advice of the Holy Mother. As a substitute, sugar and sweets were heaped on either side
of Mother Durga. Swamiji himself sang Agomoni songs, welcoming Mother Durga, who was sitting under the
Bel tree. He sang several songs on Navami night praising the Divine Mother, some of which were sung by
Sri Ramakrishna. One day, there was an open-air Jatra or Theatre performance of Nala-Damayanti. On the
Vijay Dashami day, 22nd Oct, Mother Durga idol was immersed in Ganga River. During immersion, Swami
Brahmananda danced like a boy with the beats of Dhaak (drum) and flute, and Swami Premananda watched
from upstairs. One of the main items of the Puja was to feed the poor.

Swami Vivekananda introduced the Kumari Puja on Ashtami day, and it is now
the biggest attraction of Belur Math’s Durga Puja for devotees. Swamiji himself
worshipped nine little girls as Kumaris. He offered flowers, sweets, and
Dakshina in their hands and then prostrated before them. Gauri Ma, a lady
disciple of Sri Ramakrishna, made the necessary arrangements for Kumari
Puja. Sri Ramakrishna’s nephew, Ramlal’s youngest daughter, Radharani, was
one of the Kumaris on Ashtami day in 1901. The answer to why Swamiji
introduced Kumari Puja is found in Sri Ramakrishna’s life. Thakur saw the
Divine Mother in everything and everyone. He saw no distinction between the
Mother (Goddess Kali) in the temple, his own mother- Chandra Devi, and his
divine consort, the Holy Mother Sarada. Sri Ramakrishna said,” All women are
in so many forms of the Divine Mother. But her manifestation is greatest in pure
souled virgins.”
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This first-ever Durga Puja in Belur Math attracted household disciples, general
mass, and orthodox Brahmins from the vicinity, and the Holy Mother's
presence gave Swami Vivekananda tremendous joy and satisfaction.
According to Swami Saradananda, the main purpose in conducting this Durga
Puja was to remove all unsavory doubts and skepticism from the minds of the
orthodox. Also, during his time in the West, Swamiji observed that the
elevation of women had contributed significantly to Western progress.
Worship of the Divine Mother, particularly through Kumari Puja, aimed to raise
awareness of women’s potential divinity and promote a respectful attitude
towards them. Unfortunately, that was Swami Vivekananda’s first and last year of the Durga Puja. He passed
away the following year.

Sri Ma Sarada was highly pleased with the way the Puja was conducted and remarked, “Ma Durga will come
here every year". However, from 1902 to 1911, the worship of Durga was on pot (ghot). A devotee promised
the expense of the idol and hence from 1912 onwards Durga Puja at Belur Math is worshipped with great
traditions, dedication and devotion. This autumnal Puja celebration still continues today in the same manner
with fervor and joy and has become a global phenomenon.

Acknowledgement: Vedanta Kesari and Internet

Picture Courtesy: Internet

Vaswati Biswas was a longtime resident of upstate New
York, she had recently moved to Charlotte, North Carolina
with her family. She loves reading, writing, and nature.
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ONE LAST TIME

PARAMARTHA
BANDYOPADHYAY

I'm getting news,

From the butterflies,

My days are numbered.
It's coming thick & fast
And will over soon.

| want to leave gracefully,

Want to stay calm. I'm ‘Paramartha Bandyopadhyay’ from
Kolkata, India and service is my
profession. My passion is to write poems,
Forgive me, one last time. stories, and articles.

If, still rain comes in my eyes,

One last smile,

One last hug,

One last suffering,

Hit me so hard,

That I can live rest of my life
In very deep pain.

One last dimple,

So, | can sleep in peace.

Just, one last time.
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Goodbye Riju

Rwitwika Bhattacharya

Riju cannot live in this house anymore.

These were the first words that came to my mind
two days ago. And the minute they trickled into my
consciousness they took over my entire existence.
He can't be here.

It won't be easy of course, I'm awfully fond of the
little boy. And he is everything to Mandira.

| remember the first time I'd met them both. It was
exactly a year ago. Clad in a pale blue saree
Mandira was walking down the station platform.
She had just stepped off of the Mumbai to Kolkata
train which was quite a few hours late. She
struggled so much, with a suitcase in one hand
and holding a kid, wriggling and bawling in the
other, that it was almost inhuman not to lend a
helping hand. It was raining cats and dogs as the
downpours in October often do. With no Uber and
no yellow cabs to be seen | had decided to invite
her to my place which was nearby.

My well lit living room revealed a rather striking
woman, not beautiful in the conventional sense of
the word but still so alluring. The boy, only about a
year old, was wrapped in a blue comforter, still
sobbing inconsolably. | felt deep sympathy for the
poor woman, both at her current condition as well
as her past experience. Mandira described how
she had escaped her cruel husband, who left no
opportunity to humiliate and assault her, and fled
to Kolkata with their son. With very little money
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and no real relations alive the mother and son
started living with me and we became a sort of
family.

We spent several wonderful months together, the
three of us. I grew closer to Mandira and started
loving Riju as my own son. My business trips to
Kolkata transformed from being a dull necessity to
a much-awaited pleasure. All was well until Riju
started saying the things he did, revealing what he
wasn't supposed to. The first few times he slipped
up, things went relatively unnoticed. But last week
at dinner he finally said too much. | stared at Riju,
then at Mandira and | saw it right then on her face.
She sat there like a statue, looking stonily at me.

I'll miss the little kiddo. It's a lie if | say | won't. But
honestly, | don’'t have a choice anymore. | hope
that someday Mandira will see that.

| make the final phone call. It's all been decided.
I'll take the boy to the park at about 10.30 (the park
is rather isolated at night) and they'll take care of
the rest.

| wait till the scheduled time. Riju is in his room,
Mandira is reading Peter Pan to him. | get restless,
why is it taking so long for him to fall asleep? My
heart drums in my chest, beads of sweat form on
my forehead. The clock ticks on and | grow
increasingly nervous. Until about 10.25pm when
she finally comes out and goes upstairs to the
bathroom.
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| seize my chance. Without wasting a single
second, | run to Riju’s bedroom and pick him up. |
look at his little round face, sleeping so peacefully.
| rush out and hurry towards the park.

There’s an autumn chill in the air, the pale
crescent moon hangs in the sky. | carry the boy
and walk on, all the while reminding myself that
this has to be done. When | reach the park, I find
it completely empty. | put Riju down on the bench,
him still sleeping soundly, and look at my watch.
10.35. For a brief paranoid moment, | fear I'm too
late. But then | see the two figures walking towards
me.

| take one last look at Riju and then turn around
and walk away. It is done. Nothing more to fear. It
all happened within a matter of a week but to me
it seemed like a decade. From the first time Riju in
his childish almost incoherent way started talking
about how his mother collected newspaper
clippings, up until this moment when | handed him
over, so much has happened!

It had taken me a while to find her box of paper
cuttings about the little boy who was abducted
from his Mumbai home. But the moment | saw
them | realised it all. The circumstances under
which | had met Mandira for the first time, how
much the little boy was crying, it all made sense.
The poor kid must have been so scared! All alone,
without his parents, in the arms of an unknown
woman! How blindly | had believed her tales of an
abusive husband! How she manipulated my
saviour complex...But now it’s all over.

And thank God that, in the end, | didn’t have to call
the police after all! Involving the cops would
undoubtedly lead to my wife finding out about how
| lived with Mandira whenever | was in Kolkata. But
no harm done; all's well that ends well. Now, all
that's left is to pay the remaining rent for my
Kolkata apartment and get out of that house
before Mandira finds out what | have done. As for
the kid, I do hope he is happy with his real parents.

Rwitwika Bhattacharya; | am Psychological
Counsellor currently residing at Rajarhat, Kolkata.
My passion has always been writing poems, short
stories, novels and screenplays.
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The Guiding Angel
Asish Mukherjee

A guiding angel is a nebulous thought that offers a mental staff to walk the path of life. It can be
a person, a concept, or even the Creator. | feel that the feeling springs from childhood
experiences.

In the flicker of a flame afar
Like the lasting glow of a spent star

| feel your tender strength.

In the earthy scent of vernal rain
From a long-forgotten dusty lane

| sense your tepid breath.

When classroom lessons old in time
Drift to me like a childhood rhyme

| can touch your mind.

Now, tomorrow waits beyond the bend
Yesterday's stories have to end

But I know you're right behind.

Asish Mukherjee, a resident of Maumee,
Ohio, USA. is a physician by profession; he
loves writing, computers, and travel.
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The Flow

Wribhu Chattopadhyay

Opening

-What are you doing dear?

- Nothing special, darning for the same worship and other rituals.

-Just completed my breakfast; now | am just yet to serve. Then | have to make lunch. Oh! | may have
forgotten the reason for the phone call. She also went out yesterday.

-Really? Time?

- Around four in the afternoon and returned after one and half an hour.

-Very weird and what about dada?

— He will not deem anything.
—Let's stop, you need not say anything, leave it to me. You have to keep your lip tight and don’t divulge
anything to dada.

- But | am now very much worried. Is Maa in any affair?

- Boudi stop thinking, | may be in the next month then the entire matter may be shaken-up.

2

Ruma, the mother

Balcony is very suffocating and Ruma feels lonely here. But it happens nowadays only. The surrounded
towers and skyscrapers are very penetrating. It has absorbed the fresh air and candidness. The bigger you
are the lonelier you would be. Her son Bimbisher is married and Bouma Shruti has come. It is their love
marriage, and when Ruma heard about them, she atone gave them permission. Shruti was non-Brahmin, not
of their caste,

After Basab’s death Ruma and her son Bimbishar were trying their best to live in this two- story house. Her
daughter Bidipta came only twice after her father's death. It was not abnormal for her. She came only once
a year after her marriage, and Basab was living then.

Basab used to ask her, and she replied, ‘Baba, | wanted to come but your jamai couldn’t manage and this
time is very competitive. For a narrow space her promotion might be dropped.’ Basab understood everything,
or pretended to understand, bobbed his head and silently perceived the physical severance from one person
to another.

Immediately after his death daughter Bidipta came but her husband Pronay couldn’t or had not. Bidipta came
to Ruma and in her sobbing tone said, ‘Maa, your jamai wanted to come but couldn’t manage an unexpected
task.’

It was an obituary, but the entire house was very crowded. Ruma liked it very much. Loneliness is always
horrible for her. But she has to adopt a lonely life.

Bimbi goes out to the office at nine every morning and after that the entire house becomes a dome for her.
But no one could do anything. Bimbi goes out in the morning and returns in the evening. Ruma spends her
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time by fiddling books, and by roving in her memory lane. She sporadically watched the black and white
album of her marriage and remembered the days with Basab.
They together roamed by the river near their town. She also remembers how Basab said, ‘In my dearth, try
to feel my touch in this flowing brook. | will always be with you, not physically but in this flowing brook.’
It was Saturday and Basab was born on Saturday. After his death Ruma remembered everything and was
waiting for the last Saturday of the month. On that day she gets ready and at four pm she comes out and sits
beside the river. She dangles her legs and feels a sensation. She closes her eyes and feels a breath of
Basab.
That is her pleasure, that is her panacea potion for battling with her seclusion. For the first two months after
Basab’s death she goes once in a month then she decides for a fortnight after. And the rest of the days she
has to engage for that fifteenth date. After six months on a Sunday evening Bimbishar says, ‘After father's
demise | am brooding over your matter, and very afraid too, now it seems you have recovered the stage, |
am quite happy with it.’
Ruma smirks and replies, ‘The first few days were really disturbing, | could not manage the solitariness. Now
| am trying to solve the equation. | feel your father is with me, and he directs me every time.’

3
Bimbi and Bidipta or Bouma

— Dear, may | share something with you? | have been thinking for a couple of months but cannot manage
the courage.

- Okay, don't swindle, be straight and say.

- Once in a fortnight your mother goes somewhere, leaves the home in the afternoon and returns in the
evening. | asked her several times but no reply.

—-What the needs of your questions? You also roam like a bird, and | hope my mother has not asked you
anything.

Shruti hesitates and replies, ‘This is true, but something odd stuck me’

- You need not think much, the dead shouldn’t bury the dead.

Shruti frowns and replies, ‘you know what has happened for Kanak’s mother, buzz spreads like open fire,
and we all must be cautious, if your mother....’

=Shruti! Don't cross your limit.

Bimbishar gets angry. But he controls himself and says, ‘be straight of your words, | don’t want to live on half
plate.’

-Have you paid any prior attention to my consent, for you I am just a know nothing lady, and it is not me, your
own sister is saying so.

- Oh! You are not unaccompanied. Manthara is also playing the cube.

- You may revert, but your sister is very pragmatic and practical, no one can believe you two are from the
same womb.

- Now tell me what have you discussed?
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- We were neither condemning you nor your mother. But we are all very afraid of her. She is leaving as she
wishes. Your mother is still very young and her cycle is still going on.

-You too are of a dirty mind, and don’t know how to tribute the elders. Probably it is your lineage and custom.
My sister too is getting nasty.

-Yes | am nasty, in our area just two streets away from here, one lady of your mother’s age fled with a young
boy. She also has a son, daughter more than grand son and daughter too.

Bibbishar shows his indignation but does not make any reply at once. He waits and then says, ‘It is better for
you to switch for a job, and also asks your sweet nanad for the same venture.’

Bimbishar or Bimbi and Maa 4

Everything is very mysterious. Bimbi does not ask any questions. Ruma leaves the flat without mentioning
anything to anyone. Bimbi is in the room, he immediately asks, ‘Mother, are you going somewhere?’
Ruma is not ready to answer. She has been fumbling and hesitatingly replies, ‘Yes, | have work to do.’
-Will you go by bus, or should I drop you.
-No, no, you need not to be worried; I could manage by auto and by bus. You should take a rest now. Ruma
leaves at once, but something aggravates her. The situation is not welcoming; he has not asked anything till
date. Has he doubted something, if it really goes, then what? ‘Mother is in a relationship.’
Ruma smirks. Should she reveal everything?
What might they think if the actual fact comes to light? They all are children still, or kids.
5
Doubt

Everything is getting hazy, not a single thing can be understood, and every equation is coagulating and
becoming mysterious. When Baba was alive mother was also very jolly and no dubious matter could be
perceived. Bimbi could not recollect any incident of broiling between them. Mother tried to look after the family
like her own shadow; even she recovered herself from the verge of mournfulness after the death of the father.
There is hardly any question of extramarital affairs. Then! Is she in any part-time job, no it cannot be, she has
a huge bank balance, and further if it is a part-time job then why is it only on Saturday?

Is she in any course, computer, yoga, or something else?

No, Bimbi cannot think more. If it continues he may get insane. Then!

A family discussion is much needed now.

Dipu, Bidipta, the daughter

Ageing is very dangerous, it can make a man mad, and it spoils mental stability. Otherwise, such an incident
may not happen. Mother, at present is the head of the family, goes out in her wish. After any misfortune or
accident, they have to hide their face. Moreover, Pronay neither likes this home nor likes to come here. Her
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two daughters are teens now. They two are in a hostel; there is no question for vacation. If any incident
happens everyone has to face the ditch. Boudi is paying heed, but | don't know how much Data may pay
attention. | have to go there otherwise the situation may be worse; any bicker may crop up between dada
and Boudi for maa. She needs a serious discussion.

7
Dada Boudi and Nanad
Yes | have heard what you all say. One thing we all have to feel. What we are discussing now is based on
a simple assumption; there is no concrete proof, at least what | have understood. Even we cannot directly
ask our mother what to do.
- Now it is your turn to solve the riddle, we have just introduced the matter before you but mind it we have to
face the battle if any discrepancy comes.
- Now say what can we do, mother is also aged now, she has already crossed her fifties, and this age is
very threatening. Any undue excitement can be fatal for her.
- No, there is no question of any dispute, just hear what your sister says. Your Mom goes out somewhere
every Saturday from three thirty to four in the afternoon and returns in the evening. Now we all have to fetch
out the matter. If we follow her then the matter may be resolved. We will take another key and mother may
take another, then we....’
- How does she go?
- By bus or auto.
- How do you know?
— One of our neighboring Boudi once said this to me. She asks your Maa, but she avoids answering.

8

Catastrophe

Maa, what are you doing, sitting in this dark riverside? You may catch a cold.

Ruma hears everything but does not reply. She heaves a sigh. Dipu her daughter stands beside Bimbi, she
asks ‘Maa, please reply we are in great trouble, and worried for you.’

Ruma exhales a deep air and starts to reply, “Just after one month of our marriage your father says, ‘You
can feel my touch is this flowing brook. When your father is alive, | have not found any relevance of his words
but after his death | have no option left but only to abide by his words.” When | touch this flowing river it seems
your father touches me. Though the river is getting thin by the paws of skyscrapers, its cemented steps have
also been broken. Still, it is my only ventilator of grief. I still love my hushand.’

Evening pants over the afternoon, and they all are waiting on the bank of this brook. But even the evening
cannot understand if there is any droplet of brackish water in the eyes of any one.

Wribhu Chattopadhyay, from West Bengal, India, is a Govt School Teacher by profession and
writer by passion. Four collections of Bengali short stories have been published so far. He is now
working on the collection of his first English short stories.
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An Ode to a Million-dollar memory

Sushma Vijayakrishna
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Remember the bridge we crossed a few years ago?

The news this morning says that it is all set to be demolished.

| am not sure, but...can | really see it go?

When walking on it, we were literally on cloud nine
Observing fast-moving traffic under our feet was a little more
than fine!

They designed an alternate route
Sharing a sidewalk with noisy traffic was the proposed quote!

Nothing close to the peace and quiet of the walkway
Just ‘US’ and the sway!

Build one and then break the other
It is a ‘want’ and not a ‘need’, so why bother?
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With no heavy distractions, the footbridge could last our lifetime
Certain things just need ‘let alone be *, with no primetime!

They built it for 3.5 hundred grand

A good sixty years ago

Now, they are paying 1.5 times the price
To safely see it go...

This is the saying of the civil white collars,
One of our best memories is now worth a million dollars!

Sushma Vijayakrishna

"There is no austerity equal
to a balanced mind; no
happiness equal to
contentment; no disease like
covetousness; and no virtue
like mercy."
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The Pilot and His Dames

Aniruddha Sen

A seaman, they say, has a wife in each port. Likewise, shouldn’t an airman have a wife in each airport?
Well, Francis is trying his level best. As yet, he has just three.

Francis is a jet pilot. He flies the private jet of a business tycoon between various megacities. Presently, he
is in his New York apartment with Hilda. Her — well, rather generously developed body may raise fear of god
in any stranger. But those who know her would swear that in the heart, she is quite docile. As gentle as a
lamb.

In a few hours Francis would fly his boss to Paris. He would be really sad to leave Hilda behind. But then
business is business and personal life comes next.

While Francis was frantically searching the internet for the latest weather reports, Hilda was busy with her
wardrobe. She was apparently in a dress rehearsal for a forthcoming party. Being what she was, she had to
invariably shop in the special stores for the big and the long. Still, she had a bountiful wardrobe and was
trying one after another for the best fit. After quite a few trials and still unable to make up her mind, she called
out, “Sweet dear, please have a look and help me out with my dress.”

“What?” Francis answered absent-mindedly.
“Tell me which one will make me look really gorgeous and smart.”
“None.” Engrossed in his gadget, Francis inadvertently let the truth slip out.

“Whaat!” Jolted out of his computer screen and into the real world around by her scream, he immediately
realized the bloomer and foresaw the imminent peril. Now she would throw herself on bed and start wailing
mournfully in a voice unbelievably shrill for a person of her stature. Desperate for damage control he said,
“Well dear, what | meant was that you look the prettiest only when in your birthday suit.”

“Suit — my foot!” Far from being pacified, she erupted, “Have you miser ever gifted me even lingeries on my
birthday?”

Sigh - language was never her forte! But Francis suddenly found a straw that he could cling on to. “Forget
and forgive, honey — I'm now going to Paris. I'll get you a lingerie set that’s the latest rage!” He declared with
a generous smile.

“Promise?” Wiping tears, Hilda smiled sweetly, came forward and embraced Francis.

And then he blissfully forgot everything else. Once there, she is in eternal peace.

*k*k
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The weather was good. After eight hours of jolly ride they landed in Paris. He was expectantly looking forward
to meeting Stephanie. Unfortunately, it would be a very brief stopover in Paris.

Stephanie’s apartment was a couple of hours’ drive from Charles de Gaul. But before that Francis didn’t
forget to stop at Laurence Tavernier to buy a reasonably expensive set of lingerie for Hilda.

The moment he stepped in, Stephanie was upon her. She was a beauty with a slender frame Jumping onto
Francis, she clung on his chest.

“I'm sorry darling, | have to rush soon,” Francis mumbled.

“That’s always your excuse!” She said in tearful eyes, “Why can’t you ever be with me for a full day?”
“I'm a jet pilot, dear — always on the move.”

“Then why can't you ever take me on board — at least for a change?”

“That’s a possibility.” Francis pretended to be thoughtful. Then suppressing a devious smile he said, “But do
| want my boss to flirt with you while I'm engaged at the cockpit? You are such a something!”

“You bloody flatterer!” Stephanie giggled, as Francis heartily joined.
“Now let's have a few bites. I've brought some snacks.” Francis declared.

Before he could be aware of the consequences, Stephanie rushed ahead to open his bag and immediately
spotted the neatly packed lingerie set.

“Wow — Laurence Tavernier! You really love me, Francis!” She pounced on the packet.

He bit his lips and pulled his hair in disgust as Stephanie tore open the wrap. Next moment her whole body
erupted into a violent tremor.

“Is this for me, dear?” she roared in laughter, “Am | soooo hig?”

Before he could think of a plausible explanation, Stephanie came forward, embraced him and planted a kiss
on his cheek as she said, “My cute, innocent darling —Better be wiser next time.”

Francis mumbled some affirmatives, as Stephanie started arranging their small table for tea.

*kk

Next port was Ankara. Francis was not at all pleased with such a short stay with Stephanie. But the boss
insisted he had to be at Ankara before nightfall. He apparently had a brief business meet at Paris. But looking
at his cozily satisfied face with soporific eyes and sensing the aroma of eau de cologne all around, Francis
suspected he rather had quite a pleasant experience here. After all, it was Paris and the boss was a ‘Wham-
bam, thank you ma'am’ type of person.

Unlike Francis — who is arty and sensual and needs time.
Tl 3803
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The scheduled flying time to Ankara was three and half hours. As Francis completed the climb, he had an
uncanny feeling that everything was not right. There was a silent message of trouble in the cool air. He didn’t
have to guess long. After a while the ground control radioed the message that a small twister was advancing
from the North-West and was likely to cross his path in a few minutes. Francis sought permission to climb to
the next corridor but was politely told that it was reserved for a VVIP flight.

“Turn back if you may”, was the sage advice. Francis was immediately in touch with the boss who fretted,
fumed and screamed. He had to sign a billion dollar deal that evening, or so he said. Francis then decided to
brave the twister.

He wished he didn’t! In a few minutes he was within it and immediately felt he had lost control of things. The
little aircraft was nearly in a spin and it took all the expertise of Francis to steady it again. Then he summoned
all his grit and determination to fight a battle that he genuinely believed was a lost one.

After about ten minutes that seemed to be eternity he realized they had survived — and how, he wasn't quite
sure about. The swirls and gusts slowly fizzled out to steady jitters and bumps. Once again it was a smooth
ride — or so to say.

“We're still in the air”, he radioed back to the ground control, possibly giving them a nasty shock thereby.

But when he reached Ankara he realized there was a flip side too. The extraordinary tail-wind had pushed
them to the destination a full half an hour ahead of the schedule!

And Francis didn’t grudge. It would give him half an hour extra with Nafisa. A pilot, Francis had seen many
pretty women before. But he had never seen and neither did he expect to see any graceful beauty that could
match Nafisa. She was neither too plump nor too bony, neither too tanned nor too ashy. Her height and
features were just right. Her soft eyes couldn’t mask the sharp mind that would peep through those pair of
exquisite windows. In short, she was exactly what it should have been and in precisely the correct proportion.
Just like the great Taj Mahal of Agra!

“Wow, you're here so soon!” It seemed Nafisa was rather shocked than surprised to see Francis too early.

“I had the help of a divine broom sweeping me towards you.” Francis grinned, “Why — aren't you happy, my
dear?”

“Well, why not?” Nafisa gulped, “It's just that I'm not yet through with the chores. | must rush to the stores for
some groceries. Please rest awhile - I'll be back in fifteen minutes.”

Nafisa covered her exquisite body with the traditional ‘burga’. Quite possessive about her, Francis could have
been glad at this bit of conservatism of his lady. But he wasn’t. Rather he felt it allowed her the undue privilege
of watching men without hindrance from under her cover. Anyway, it was her birthright and who was he to
deny it?
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While Nafisa went inside to pick up her purse, he eyed a shadow-like figure stealthily crossing the inner door.
It was another burga-clad woman! Who the hell was she? Francis frowned inquisitively towards Nafisa when
she came out.

“Never mind — she’s my cousin.” She said, “I'll tell you all, once I'm back.” Then throwing a naughty glance
she added, “And let her alone, my sweet darling — don't try to cast your charm.”

But the curiosity of Francis was already aroused. The moment Nafisa was off, he peeped into her room to
spot her cousin. Within the burkha, she looked rather big — well, too big for a woman! He became suspicious.
Was that a woman? He remembered Nafisa was too shocked to see him too early. Did he then gatecrash
into a sweet, little tryst?

As Nafisa’'s mysterious cousin was looking out through the window, Francis tiptoed from behind, grabbed her
veil and lifted the cover in a short and swift action. And lo and behold - it was good old Hilda!

“Hilda dear — how come you're here?” He gasped.

“We three were having a small party”, she beamed, “Why did you have to come too early to spoil it?”
“But how can you be here before me — nothing is faster than a supersonic jet!”

“There is — that's the internet!”

“What!” Francis nearly choked.

“Inter-net! 1 came via in-ter-net!” Hilda jumped and danced and giggled, as awestruck Francis saw her
morphed figure shaking and twisting into ghostly shapes. The broad smile bared her protruding fangs that
were sharp and honed.

Francis was on his feet and was closely followed by Hilda. As he wanted to zoom past the door, he nearly
bumped against Stephanie and Nafisa. They were all smiles.

“Come on, dear”, they heartily invited, “Join us in our little party.” They extended their hairy claws to shake
hands with Francis. He desperately tried to scream but in vain.

*kk

Francis woke up with a jolt and realized he had fallen asleep in his wheelchair. He was trembling and was in
all sweat. Slowly he came back to himself and looked around.

It had never happened before — those nightmares! It might be the lunch that didn’t agree with him. Never
mind, one has to live with a few small glitches and carry on. He fondly caressed the stubs that once carried
a pair of strong legs and recounted some distant scenes. The crash of his trainer aircraft — the emergency
eject finally working, albeit a bit too late —a hard thud on the ground - two months of bitter struggle for survival
— at last walking out or rather rolling out of the hospital — only to find that his wife had walked out on him.
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But all that was now past. And the past is a fantasy one can ill afford to live in. Not the least, a jet pilot who
must fly in the sky of reality. He looked at the computer screen ahead of him, with ‘Google Earth’ on. After
some deliberations, he chose a city and clicked on it. Immediately, the claustrophobic Mumbai apartment,
the meager pension, and the grumbling mother vanished into thin air.

Last night, he had heard her sobbing, “God, why did he survive?”
Well, he would be the last one to concur. Life is worth it till the last puff, for what all it's worth.

But if you want to avoid nightmares, you should avoid the food that doesn’t agree with you.

Aniruddha Sen is an electrical engineer from J.U. and
a retired scientific officer of TIFR, Mumbai. His stories,
articles and poems in Bengali and English have been
published in a number of printed and web magazines,
occasionally in some mainstream ones. He had
authored three story collections in Bengali and one in
English. His interests include science and
conservation.
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Caregiving
Archana Susarala

Caregiving in the mild stage of (AD) can be challenging yet
rewarding and very educational. In a few weeks, | plan to
take a training session on how to care for mild (AD)
patients, which will be offered by the Office for Aging. In
the early stages of AD, patients are still able to complete
many tasks with assistance. In the early stage,
companionship is very important as patients are still able
to socialize.

During the early stages of AD, routine for the patients is important for bathing, dressing, and eating. For
each activity, caregiver’s should try and keep the same timeframe each day. In this stage, keeping lists for
patients for appointments and events is vital as patients can still follow written directions. Patients in this
stage are still able to socialize so games such as marbles or dominos can be fun. This will maintain their
social skills, turn taking skills, memories of colors, shapes, and numbers.

Physical routines such as going for a walk will provide exercise and conversation skills. During this stage,
reminders to take medications can help maintain independence. Patients should do as much for
themselves as possible. Patients should wear loose-fitting clothes with zippers or elastic waistbands and
Velcro shoes. Shower chairs are also very helpful to prevent falls. For each activity a caretaker provides,
they should communicate clearly what they will do. Step-by-step directions can be helpful. Caregivers
should provide plenty of time for each activity so patients are not frightened or uncomfortable. Caregivers
should be gentle in their approach and connect with the patients to avoid resistance to tasks. The more
patients do for themselves, the more productive they are. Early stage caregiving can be challenging, yet
rewarding to see how clients with mild memory loss can still function with some independence.

Reference: Tips for Caregivers and Families with Dementia (2024). Alz.Gov.

Archana Susarla lives in Vestal, New York. She is a
graduate of SUNY Oneonta with a BS in Psychology.
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Syémalakg‘sna basu Try to forget you from my mind,

Oh, my Love (October ‘1980) Who can forget those days gone by?
All day, | am walking in a sweet dream Breezes whispers your name to me,
| think about you constantly, Reminds me of you constantly.

Just like an ever-flowing little stream, Oh, my love. Oh, my love.

Your memory hunts me constantly.

Oh, my love. Oh, my love. As the stars keep burning in the sky

Your love will stay aflame in me,

Though you are no longer near me Though we now may be far apart,
Still, | feel your presence deeply, Still, I love you constantly.
Love hirds bring your songs to me Oh, my love. Oh, my love.

Reminds me of you constantly.

Oh, my love. Oh, my love.

Syamalakrsna basu: Enjoying retirement; In 1922, my
collection of stories called Jibaner Anubhabe and my
collection of poems called Sudha were published.

In 2023, | published four of Tagore’s short stories in drama
form from Hridayer Katha Prakashoni, College Row,
Kolkata, India.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_whe9nAmB7be
Dhfb2tNeDBGbHM/view?usp=sharing&resourceke
y=0-Uazw-4fdz7C5JdK1eQV87A
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THE GREAT CONTRACT

Prasun Kumar Dutta

This is a fictional story drawn upon the great Indian mythological epic Mahabharata which revolved around
the conflict within a powerful royal family. The sparring factions were cousins, the Kauravas and the Pandavas
of the illustrious Kuru family. The Kauravas were the hundred sons of the patriarch Dhritarastra, the emperor,
and the Pandavas were the five sons of his brother Pandu who died early.

Convinced that Pandavas and Kauravas could not
live together in peace and harmony, the emperor
Dhritarastra approved partition of the Kuru
kingdom. He decided that the Kauravas would
retain Hastinapur as their capital and the
Pandavas would have to build a new one for them.

The question of land acquisition for the new capital
accommodating the royal palace, the
administrative buildings, the residential colonies,
the shopping malls, the educational institutes, the
sports facilities etc. turned out to be a very
complex issue of colossal magnitude.

“Hastinapur has no surplus land left and | am
against acquisition of farm land for this useless
project just to satisfy the ego of those five
unscrupulous individuals, the Pandavas” said
Duryodhana, the eldest of the Kauravas.

The senior ministers of the kingdom like Bhisma,
Dronacharya and Kripacharya were
compassionate to the Pandavas, yet they saw
merit in Duryodhana’s argument and agreed that
farmers cannot suffer because of the royals.

In his report, Bidur, the cabinet minister of land
and water resources wrote, “The Pandavas may
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be allotted the rocky barren land lying amidst the
wilderness, on the western bank of the river
Yamuna” and appended a short personal remark
stating that it would be an injustice to them.

“That is your personal opinion Bidur” quipped
Dhritrarastra “The resourceful Pandavas possess
great entrepreneurial skills. 1 will personally
propose this option to Yudhisthir, the eldest of the
Pandavas, offering him that the government of
Hastinapur will bear the entire cost of building the
new capital”

Yudhisthir was very much upset, so also his four
brothers Bhim, Arjun, Nakul and Sahadev. They
did not like the location and the terrain of the
offered land. Their shared wife Draupadi
(polyandry was rare but not abolished) called her
trustworthy friend Krishna, the incarnation of Lord
Vishnu. He advised the Pandavas to accept the
offer.

“Have you lost your sense of letting go of such a
wonderful opportunity? You are getting a gold
mine free of cost. Grab it. Use your
entrepreneurial skills and build a great city. My
friends in Heaven will help you.” Krishna said.
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Led by Lord Viswakarma, the entire Technology
and Infrastructure department of Heaven agreed
to provide technological assistance as needed.

The Pandavas had Heavenly connections, too.
Arjun spoke to his godfather Indra, the emperor of
Heaven. On his instruction Varun, his minister of
water resources, endowed unprecedented
monsoon rains. Parched and rocky western bank
received much needed wetness. The low lying
eastern bank adjoining Hastinapur was massively
inundated. Flood brought misery to the farmers of
Hastinapur. Invited by the Pandavas, the farmers
migrated to the west bank. Duryodhana had to
waive taxes and offer attractive incentives but
could not prevent the exodus.

As a mark of respect to Indra, the capital city of the
Pandavas was named “Indraprastha”.

“We need a magnificent royal palace, an
awesome seat of power” said Arjun.

Yudhisthir was not in favor of flaunting pomp and
splendor but had to give in due to insistence of the
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brothers and the shared wife Draupadi Even their
mother Kunti wanted the best palace the universe
had ever seen.

It was decided that the contract for this project
would be awarded to a large infrastructure
contractor through a competitive bidding and
Viswakarma in his capacity as Engineer General
of Heaven would prepare technical specifications
and tender documents.

The news of the competitive bidding became the
buzzword of the business community. Pandavas
were still living in Hastinapur. The international
builders started opening liaison offices in
Hastinapur. Intense lobbies and counter lobbies
ensued  through numerous  seminars,
presentations and private meetings. In the tender
documents, Viswakarma did include a clause
proscribing canvassing but none took it seriously.

Bidders’ qualification conditions included two
critical aspects, nationality and purchase
preference.
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On the second issue a consortium of state owned
Hastinapur Public Works and privately owned
Kurukhestra Builders and Engineers met
Duryodhana and requested some kind of
purchase preference for the local bidders.
Duryodhana, a staunch supporter of free market
policy, was not keen but he did see in it an
opportunity to block the Pandavas. Duryodhana
wrote an official letter to Yudhisthir informing him
till the time Indraprastha was formally built and the
constitution of Pandavas’ kingdom was in place;
all the construction contracts would be governed
by the laws of Hastinapur.

Unsuspectingly Pandavas consented. Even
Krishna did not object.

Advised by Duryodhana, the representatives of
the consortium met Bhisma, an incorrigible
nationalist, and quietly lobbied for the grant of
purchase preference. Bhisma agreed and
committed total support.

An amendment of Hastinapur Tenders and
Contracts act was done and an allowance of ten
percent purchase preference to the state owned
contractors, either bidding on their own or in
consortium with other publicly or privately owned
companies, was duly notified.
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The Managing Director of Hastinapur Public
Works did meet Yudhisthir and other senior
Pandavas and expressed keen interest to build
such a historic public works project.

Viswakarma opined, international  bidding
notwithstanding, provision of purchase preference
would make the bidders from Heaven
uncompetitive (in spite of significant export
subsidy) and the contract would probably go to
some Earth based bidder.

Yudhisthir was not very averse. Arjun however did
not like the idea that such an iconic project would
be constructed by an unimaginative state owned
contractor from Hastinapur. Nor were the allies of
the Pandavas happy. Balaram, the elder brother
of Krishna, had already been approached by
Dwarka Engineers who had impressive
credentials and Dhrupad, the father-in-law of the
Pandavas was secretly lobbying for Panchal
Builders.

Deep in the south on the bank of Godavari
Dravidian construction baron Moy had several
rounds of meetings with his board members. “We
must get this contract, “said he “and at any cost.”
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He spoke to Bhim, the second Pandavas in terms
of seniority, through his secret emissary in
Hastinapur. Bhim was quite sympathetic to the

Bhim had a closed door discussion with Draupadi,
what had exactly transpired in that discussion was
not known but consequently Draupadi expressed
her clear preference for a crystal palace. She
conveyed her desire through his trustworthy friend
Krishna.

Krishna knew if state of art crystal technology is
specified, contractors of Dravidian and Heavenly
origin  would get technical advantage as
Hastinapur based contractors were not so
competitive in that segment. He spoke to
Viswakarma and sought his advice. Viswakarma
said “Technically it would be a novel solution
befitting the emerging power of the Pandavas. Still
in my opinion conventional stone and metal
technology should be preferred.”

Draupadi was adamant on her demand for the
crystal palace, despite it was evident that the cost
would escalate sharply.

Duryodhana  supported by his  brother
Dussaasana opposed building of a crystal palace
on the ground that the additional cost would put
financial burden on the state.

Technical bids were evaluated first. At that time
only a subtle favoritism of Viswakarma towards
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cause of the Dravidians and was against any
racial discrimination. Moy knew this fact

Kripacharya, the finance minister of Hastinapur
government, was also not in favor of so much
strain to the state exchequer but was stumped by
Krishna’s argument “The Pandavas deserve land
within Hastinapur but they have accepted the
barren and rocky land on the west bank, the
Kauravas should reciprocate allowing higher
construction budget.

Unable to counter this argument, Dhritarastra
approved.

Only three qualified bids at the end were received.
Moy Udyog, Hastinapur Public Works in
consortium  with  Kurukhestra Builders and
Engineers and Heaven Construction and Projects
were the bidders.

A tender evaluation committee was set up
comprising three members, one each nominated
by the Panadavas, the Kauravas and the
government  of  Hastinapur.  Duryodhana
nominated his brother-in-law Jayadratha and
Krishna was Pandavas’ nominee. The state of
Hastinapur was represented by Bidur, deeply
respected for his uprightness.

the bidders from Heaven was discovered. It was
related to lightning protection device intended to
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protect the palace against lightning strokes. The
specification stipulated a specific alloy of gold,
platinum and titanium solely manufactured by
Apsara Electricals, a small Heaven based

The evaluation committee had a long debate. At
the end, persuaded by Bidur, everybody agreed
that specification was a little unfair and so the
deviations were accepted.

Price bids were opened with great expectations
and enthusiasm. Moy Udyog was the lowest.
Quoting eight and half percent higher, the
consortium of Hastinapur Public Works and
Kurukhestra Builders and Engineers was the
second lowest. Heaven Construction was the
highest at three percent above the second bidder.
Considering ten percent purchase preference, the
consortium bid of Hastinapur Public Works and
Kurukhestra Builders and Engineers was thus the
lowest effectively.

Moy Udyog's representative expressed clear
disappointment in the bid opening ceremony and
even made an emotionally charged short speech,
which was live on the prominent media. He said
an honest bid was sabotaged using unfair practice
of the purchase preference, endorsed by the
royals of Aryan origin who vehemently proclaimed
themselves as the champion of the free market
and trade policy.

When the evaluation committee met for the award
recommendation, Jayadratha in a jubilant mood
said “l am happy that the wealth of Hastinapur will
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subsidiary of the bidder Heaven Construction and
Projects. Naturally only they complied technically
and taking deviation the other bidders offered pure
gold instead.

remain within. | would have been happier if the
consortium from Hastinapur could win without the
support of purchase preference, nevertheless it is
a victory allowed within the rule.” he continued
further “above all we are Aryans and what more
can make us happier than a victory of Aryans over
the Dravidians! *

Krishna coolly responded “Jayadratha, my dear,
please do not jump into conclusion. Surely
purchase preference will apply, but no price
preference. The consortium  bidder from
Hastinapur will be awarded the contract provided
they offer a discount to match the lowest price.”

Bidur supported the argument. Jayadratha was
upset but could not differ as the bigger question of
overall price economy was involved.

The consortium agreed to match the price of Moy
Udyog and offering an unconditional discount.

Mr. Moy, Managing Director of Moy Udyog, was
not sitting idle. He enjoyed a good relationship
with Brahma (Brahma, Vishnu and Siva constitute
the trinity wielding the supreme Heavenly power)
who he called for help. Brahma advised him to
contact Mr. Narad, the media baron of
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Heaven. Narad did not promise any help but
agreed to look into the matter.

Just one day before the formal announcement of
the order placement, Narad TV showed an in-
depth well researched report proving that the offer
of discount would make Hastinapur Public Works,
a state owned company, lose up to seven percent

The stock market reacted sharply. The shares of
Hastinapur Public Works tumbled by seventeen
percent and those of Kurukhestra Builders and
Engineers by ten percent.

The Hastinapur government swung into action.
The Managing Director of Hastinapur Public
Works was asked to resign. Bhisma, Dronacharya
and Kripacharya met Dhritarastra who for the first
time took a decision without consulting
Duryodhana and the decision was to award the
contract to Moy Udyog.

of their share of the contract price. The report
seriously questioned the financial prudence of this
company and also the management’s
competence to manage public finances.”

The crystal palace was built within the contractual
time period. During the inauguration ceremony Mr.
Moy looked visibly triumphant. He delivered a
crisply worded speech and presented to Draupadi,
the queen of Indraprastha, a platinum necklace
studded with seven large diamonds and forty-nine
other precious stones. A business magazine later
reported that it was the most expensive corporate
gift ever.

A few months later Narad Media and
Entertainment set its first foot print in the Dravidian
world through a TV channel named Dakshin
Narad.

Prasun Kumar Dutta is a Delhi-based electrical engineer and corporate executive by
profession. After retiring from active employment, he rekindled his passion for writing.
He writes fiction and nonfiction in English and Bengali.
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Maira's Wedding

Sushovita Mukherjee

The Bengali community in New York was abuzz with excitement as they prepared for the wedding of Maira
Banerjee, the beautiful and feisty daughter of the esteemed Dr. and Mrs. Banerjee, to Bobby Das, the
dashing and charming son of the illustrious Mr. and Mrs. Das. The wedding was going to be a grand affair,
with all the traditional Bengali rituals and customs thrown in for good measure. The Bengali community in
the tri-state area had been abuzz with anticipation for weeks, and the anticipation was palpable.

As the guests began to arrive at the ornate Bengali Cultural Center in Queens, it became clear that this was
going to be a wedding like no other. The men were resplendent in their dapper kurtas and embroidered
shawls, while the women dazzled in their vibrant sarees and intricate jewelry. Mrs. Banerjee walked
through the venue in her gorgeous beige and red Banarasi saree, and was a symbol of power and
controlling everything from sari to food. Maira’s cousin Sonia simply could not decide if her dupatta should
be placed on the right shoulder or on the left shoulder. She Jostled with other cousins until she sat next to
Maira to be the limelight of the show. The air was filled with the sweet scent of incense and the sound of
Bengali folk music, expertly played by the local band, "The Dhak Dynamites." The team of professional
wedding photographers who seemed to be everywhere, at the reception desk where the guests had their
faces zoomed in, at the stage where the bride and groom were seated, and everywhere else capturing
every twitch, giggle, and nudge. Then there were the shutterbugs struggling to capture an awkward Titanic
pose among the guests or an unaware awkward guest slumped over the banquet spread.

Bina Mashi, Mrs. Banerjee’s friend from her college days, sat next to Maira inspecting her jewelry with
glasses dangling on her nose bridge. She was the elite, exclusive circle of saree-goina spotters who could
precisely point out the material, selling price, and actual value of a saree or a piece of jewelry in just one
glance. They knew exactly how many carats or grams of precious stones or metals the bride’s necklaces
and earrings make up. Maira’s grandmother had flown from Kolkata and beamed with joy seeing her
granddaughter dressed in bridal finery. After all, Maira had satisfied her dreams, “want to see you married
before | die” sentiment. She had played the role of matchmaker in the family and was frustrated not being
able to help with Maira. Only, Maira’s brother Tublu looked a little crestfallen. He was a sports lover and
wanted to pursue sports in college much to the annoyance of his dad. He had just received a five-minute
gyaan from his dad, pointing to Rono, his elder brother’s son who had got straight “A”s in Harvard.

The wedding ceremony began with Boron (the Bengali tradition of welcoming the groom with a conch shell
and ululation) The groom sat in a luxury limousine and stepped into the venue like a king about to marry his
queen. Mrs. Banerji accompanied by her sisters and friends stood at the entrance gate with a holy lamp,
sweets and water to welcome Bobby and his family. However, things took a turn for the absurd when the
boron began. Subhra Mashi, Mrs. Banerjee’s sister, got a bit too enthusiastic with the conch shell blowing
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and the resulting cacophony sent the guests scrambling for cover, with some of the older aunties clutching
their ears in horror. Meanwhile, Maira’s maternal cousins, the mischievous Sen sisters, were busy playing
pranks on the unsuspecting borjatri (the groom's party). They replaced Bobby's fancy wedding shoes with
identical-looking slippers that looked like they belonged to the groom's toddler nephew. The result was
Bobby doing an impromptu tap dance as he walked to the dais, much to the delight of the guests.

As the ceremony began, things only got more chaotic. it was time for the grand entry of Maira to the venue.
She was carried on a wooden plank by her cousins and her brother Tublu, her face covered with betel
leaves. It was a heavy duty job and at one point it seemed Tublu would let go off the Piri and he screamed
“They should have prepared us for this weight liting ceremony” Then the bride and the groom were lifted
high up and the coy bride slowly removed the betel leaves away from her face for Subhodristi with blowing
of the conch shells and he relatives hooting and shouting in delight.

It was time for Konya Daan. Dr. Banerji's younger brother, Bhanu was to do kanya daan but he was
nowhere to be found. As everyone waited anxiously, Bhanu walked in looking frazzled. As all heads
turned at him, Bhanu blurted out “It's the police” Apparently, Bhanu was speeding over the Brooklyn
bridge thinking he would be late for the ceremony when the cops pulled him over. After checking his
license and registration, they asked the routine question, if he knew he was speeding. Bhanu was very
intelligent and asked the cops if he could show them the trunk of his car. As the cops led him to the back of
the car and opened the trunk, Bhanu pointed out two or three large aluminum trays of goat curry he had
picked up from the local restaurant for wedding and said that had he braked, all the gravy would have
spilled in the trunk. The cops were bewildered. They sniffed the mutton but decided to let him go with a
warning. Everyone clapped at Bhanu's wit.

Then came the Saptapadi. Maira in her feisty mood declared she was tired of her heavy saree and jewelry
and insisted that they drop the ritual. The priest was, determined to make the wedding as authentic as
possible. Vigorously nodding his head while his tiki swung like a pendulum, he grabbed Maira and Bobby’s
arms and yanked them off from their seats. His intentions were clear. He was not going to be part of this
barbarian savage ceremony without Saptapadi. It was a tense moment, but Maira had to give in.

The food stalls were set up under colorful tents, to serve the guests, and were manned by catering
manager, Mr. Singh and Dr. Banerjee. The menu was scrumptious, ranging from "fish fry, tengri kebab,
mutton biriyani, mutton rogan josh, murgh musallam, murgh dopiaza, butter murgh to Mishti Doi and mishti
paan. Mr Singh took pride in displaying his menu. His family business has run successfully for 50 years
catering to Indian Americans in the Northeast. The dining hall witnessed some tense moments when the
bride’s nervous father posed the most important question to the groom’s parents as if the honor of the
Banerjee family was at stake, “Did you like the food?" The response was in the affirmative by Mr. Das.
Then there were other foodies in the Borjatri whose verdicts were important for the Banerjees. The
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delicious menu, spices were just right, mangsho ekutu besi tel chilo , they declared, like a veteran food
critic.  Only Mrs. Das looked with disdain at the lined-up dishes. “Where are the veggies™? she cried,
fearing she would put on a few more pounds before her son’s reception. When Mr. Banerjee’s trembling
finger pointed out the lonesome paneer dish at the end of the table, Mrs. Das howled, Ponir? Ae ma! ponir
ki Bengali menu te thake naki, chanar dalna kothai ?

Despite the chaos in the food arena, Maira and Bobby exchanged their rings in before the wedding cake cutting
ceremony, surrounded by their loved ones and a sea of delighted guests. At one point, Bobby quipped, "I promise to
love Maira till death do us part, or until she loses her temper and kills me, whichever comes first." The guests roared
with laughter, and even the normally serious priests couldn't help but crack a smile. As they took their first dance as
husband and wife, the crowd erupted into cheers and applause, and the Banerjee family beamed with delight. Bobby
was a novice in Bollywood dancing but managed some impressive moves to "Badtameez Dil". Maira’s friend Neely
brought the house down with her rendition of " Sheila Ki Jawani. As the night wore on, the dance floor became a
battle ground. The Sen sisters and Bobby’s friends were engaged in an epic dance-off to the tune of "Dhak Dhak
Karne Laga" from the Bollywood hit film, Beta. The competition was fierce. In the end, it was a close call, but the
“lehenga” Squad emerged victorious.

The night was young for the guests but Mrs Banerjee was determined to close off ceremonies with “Bidai”. Maira
was tired and she cried “I cannot fake tears Mom! | am too tired. Can we just put it off? Mrs. Bannerjee was
exasperated. She was not going to have Maira spoil her well planned function.

“It won't be long Maira, | promise. Bobby will drive you only a block and bring you back to the hotel. Now cheer up”.

As the ladies lined up for the Bidali, the and the band started playing a sad tune, everybody realized they were too
tired to fake tears. But Subhra Mashi yelled

| am good at crying. | have acted in many stage shows in Kolkata. Just follow me”

With this she broke into a sever howling and the ladies joined her. Maira was bewildered and confused. Bobby
grasped ger hand and led her to the car. Mrs. Banerjee heaved a sigh of relief at the car pulling out of the gate.

Sushovita Mukherjee lives in Maumie,
Ohio. She is a research Scientist at Ann
Arbor Michigan Lab. She has several
hobbies; telling humorous stories is one of
them
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Plant Prajanmo:

Sheema Roychowdhury

‘Prajanmo’ is a Sanskrit word. This means procreation or coming into existence.
Traditional essential elements for plant and animal kingdom are ether, air, fire, water and earth.
Besides harvesting seed embryos there are different other ways to propagate certain plants. My
Dad (Baba) had lots of interest in preparing a flower garden which was so beautiful that it drew
attention from lots of visitors. In those days, in a small city in Assam the accessibility of good
guality seeds was limited. He used to order different seeds including bulbs from Sutton Seeds.
He would get the garden plot ready for germinating the seedlings. This he did it meticulously
with lots of tender love and care with the help of his gardener. Every seed has embryonic plant
and a starchy food supply. When the germination process occurs, the root breaks down the
outer coating of seed and go down through the soil. This absorbs water from the soil and
anchors the seedling. The shoot goes up. This needs light to support photosynthesis. When the
seeds germinate, we would be amazed to see the two tiny embryos on both sides of the shoot
which becomes strong slowly. Baba would tell us about the different parts of the plant and its
need for moisture, light, temperature, air etc. In the morning by about 9 AM when the sun starts
becoming strong if the helper was not there yet he would sprinkle water and put on the shade
before he goes to his clinic which was in front of the house. While growing up | used to tend to
the plants with Baba. | have seen him participating in many other horticultural arts of
propagating procedures not only from cuttings, but also through grafting different color stems of
bougainvillea, rose, hibiscus, dahlia etc. Grafting is the technique of joining a portion of one
plant stem onto a stem, root or branch of another established plant in such a way that the union
results in the growth of hybrid plant. The process is tedious and requires lots of patience. The
art of propagating plants from cuttings opens up also lots of possibilities for garden enthusiasts.
This is very rewarding and sustainable. This was Baba’s hobby and he enjoyed watching how
new plants start flourishing which he instilled in me.

Later in life while travelling to NJ | saw a big potted cactus — colloquially called ‘Night
Queen’ in one of our family friend’s house, The cactus is a species of
Epiphyllum Oxypetalum which blooms at night and wilts down in the
morning. The flowers are quite fragrant all through night. | had this cactus in
my parents’ home and | knew this can be propagated through a leaf. |
received a leaf from our friend. The leaf developed root system while | kept
in soaking in water, as seen in the picture — what an amazing method of
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reproduction. This leaf grew into much bigger plant which we needed to give support against
backyard trees in summer. The Epiphyllum can have variety of species and can produce
different colored flower which we acquired later. Few pictures of this incredible plants are shown
below.

With support artistic buds Bloom Bloom

Once in Christmas time our daughter presented a plant terrarium with
wooded stand. | utilized this to propagate hibiscus. The life force is so
strong that even though | did not pot into soil for 3 years, just changed
water, these not only stayed alive but to my surprise these had buds this
summer and very small hibiscus bloomed. | have many different types of
potted hibiscus which blooms in summer when these are taken out of the
sun room. Here are some of the flowers. Gladiolus and dahlias are
propagated through bulbs and dahlias can be multiplied from stems of the plant.

Some of the miscellaneous plants in my sunroom which have been acquired in different
times. The asparagus plant e.g. is about 35 years old.
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Succulent with long stem  Asparagus Bougainvillea  ‘Rajanigandha’

We received few bareroot trees about a foot long as gift toward donation to an arboretum.
We did not think these will root in the soil. Now after 30+ years these are huge trees with
proliferous blooms in spring.

Dogwood Forsythia Crab Apple

The interest grew into some vegetable planting as well.
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Here is my ‘malancher sangee’ who was with me through all the processes
of gardening. Initially, his interest was on vegetables only. He was
innovative to devise different shades to protect the plants from the sun. But
slowly he started tending to flower gardens, backyard evergreens.

Sheema Roychowdhury: Retired research scientist, studied in
India and USA. Enjoys travelling, gardening and playing with
baby grandson.
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GBBA
Community

(Courtesy of
Maitrayee

Ganguly)

Cover Page drawing: Mahabrata Mondal,
niece of Ashim Datta, was born and
raised in Krishnagar, West Bengal. She
was an ardent lover of various art and
cultural activities from her childhood and
specialized in drawing and painting. By
profession, she is a school teacher and
owns a boutique shop.



GBBA welcomes their Invited artist, Sanchita Bhattacharya; a rising singing star,and winner
of many awards. Shanchita also is an established playback singer, she sang in many Hindi
(Bollywood) and Bengali (Tollywood) movies.

She is Equally skillful in classical and modern music. She Sings in multiple Indian
languages. She is the Winner ZEE TV “SA RE GA MA PA”, and serves as a Jury Member in
ZEETV SA RE GA MA PA.

https://lyoutu.be/DSnwaoXtUyjk?si=f 5z-ZiVwoh krWC

https://lyoutu.be/8uZWpvkig28?si=fphivVeFtGwDLDcR

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8G4wMM9moo

Back Cover by:

Tri Noyoni Durga,” | am Rajarshi Chattopadhyay,
created in a very a contemporary fine artist,
unique and creative writer, sculptor, storyteller,
style. and poet, working in both

print and web mediums. |
graduated from the
Government College of Art
and Craft, Kolkata, in 1996.

Acrylic on paper
board, 2024


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FDSnwqXtUyjk%3Fsi%3Df_5z-ZiVwoh_krWC&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf0287aeaa27f419841ca08dccd4b0c5d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638610970594554227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rTMeNSboJzOmJC%2F0tPm%2F0rg9JPEH3rzFwJaexeXP%2BoM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F8uZWpvkiq28%3Fsi%3DfphivVeFtGwDLDcR%2520&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf0287aeaa27f419841ca08dccd4b0c5d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638610970594573948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gNSDQaQbK4xAMjiSHebwB%2BCTv8QSat%2Fxh9gCF0fnqtY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dj8G4wMM9moo&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf0287aeaa27f419841ca08dccd4b0c5d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638610970594583056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VR0lHLHiJHaPSuN5AWY9J%2FAGeBc7XkOXQInk8W%2F7o0E%3D&reserved=0
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